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Institute Organized Van Mahotsav at Kanora Village, Shimla
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Shimla, 15 July 2026: ICFRE—Himalayan Forest Research Institute (HFRI), Shimla organized the 77th Van
Mahotsav on 15" July 2026 in collaboration with the local residents of Pujarli Panchayat by planting 60
saplings of different indigenous tree species on the vacant Shamlat (common) land of the Panchayat at Kanora,
near the Home Guard Training Centre and APG University, Shimla. The programme was inaugurated by Dr.
Manisha Thapliyal, Director, HFRI Shimla, by planting a sapling. Addressing the gathering, Dr. Thapliyal
stated that Van Mahotsav is celebrated every year at the national level to promote tree plantation, enhance
public awareness about environmental conservation, and encourage community participation in the protection
of natural resources. She emphasized that the campaign is an important step towards increasing green cover,
conserving biodiversity, and creating a clean and healthy environment for future generations. Dr. Pawan
Kumar, Head, Extension Division, administered a pledge to the villagers to protect and nurture the planted
saplings. He urged them to take responsibility for caring for the saplings they had planted, especially during
the first two years, and to provide occasional irrigation during dry periods in summer. He also advised the
villagers to regularly collect pine needles and other dry leaves from the plantation site for use as cattle bedding
and in compost preparation, as this practice would also help reduce the risk of forest fires in the plantation



area. Sh. Om Prakash, Pradhan, Gram Panchayat Pujarli, expressed his heartfelt gratitude to the Director for
involving the local villagers in the Van Mahotsav and for organizing the plantation programme on the
Panchayat's land. He further assured the Director of the Gram Panchayat's full support for the successful
organization of similar programmes in the future aimed at environmental conservation and promoting
community participation. On this occasion, the Institute planted 60 saplings of various tree species raised in
its nurseries, including Deodar (Cedrus deodara), Ban Oak (Quercus leucotrichophora), Paja (Prunus
cerasoides), Beul (Grewia optiva), and Kafal (Myrica esculenta). Along with the plantation drive, the
programme also conveyed the message of environmental conservation, the importance of forests, and the role
of public participation in achieving sustainable development. The plantation programme witnessed the
participation of 60 people, including scientists, officers and staff members of the Institute, representatives of
the Panchayat, members of the Mahila Mandal, and local residents of Pujarli Panchayat. The programme was
successfully organized with the significant contributions of Dr. Ranjana Kumari Negi, Scientist- E; Ms. Shilpa,
Chief Technical Officer; Mr. Rajender Pal; Mr. Swaraj Singh; and Mr. Kulwant Rai Gulshan.
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