INTERNATIONAL DAY
( @ FOR BIODIVERSITY 2026

o LiFE n /(

Lifestyle For

Environment Actinglocally for global impact

INSTITUTE OF FOREST BIODIVERSITY

”le D ”\

ICFRE-INSTITUTE OF FOREST BIODIVERSITY, HYDERABAD

Report on Celebration of International Day of Biological
Diversity at ICFRE-IFB, Hyderabad.
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On the occasion of International Day for Biological Diversity 2026, ICFRE-Institute of Forest
Biodiversity celebrated IDB-2026 on 22.05.2026 with the theme “Acting Locally for Global Impact.” A
total of 15 NCC cadets from the Third Battalion, Telangana, along with 25 staff members of ICFRE-IFB,
participated in the workshop.
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Dr. Pankaj Singh, Scientist-D & Head of the Extension Division, welcomed all participants to
the workshop and briefed them on the objectives and significance of the programme. During the inaugural
session, Dr. Deepa M., Scientist-E & GCR, emphasized the importance of biodiversity conservation and
the sustainable use of natural resources. She highlighted how local actions can significantly contribute

towards achieving global environmental sustainability goals.
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Dr. Swapnendu Pattanaik, Scientist-G & Director, ICFRE-IFB, Hyderabad delivered the
inaugural address to all the participants of the workshop. During his address, Dr. Pattanaik highlighted the
significance of celebrating the International Day for Biological Diversity 2026 in the present context,
emphasizing the urgent need to reduce over-exploitation of natural resources and conserve them for future

generations.
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He stated that this year’s theme, “Acting Locally for Global Impact,” is closely aligned with the
goals of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nations Development Programme
Sustainable Development Goals. Dr. Pattanaik elaborated on the importance of species conservation and
protection, pollution reduction, and implementation of the National State Biodiversity Action Plan. He
further stressed that it is the responsibility of every individual to protect and improve the natural

environment, including forests, lakes, rivers, and wildlife.
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During his speech, he mentioned that scientists across the globe are continuously working to address
emerging environmental threats and conserve ecosystems. He also highlighted the role of the International
Union for Conservation of Nature Red List in maintaining the global inventory of conservation status and
extinction risks of biological species. Concluding his address, Dr. Pattanaik remarked that simple

collective actions in our daily lives can bring about significant positive change in society and contribute

meaningfully towards biodiversity conservation.




E[ﬁ:f ST fire, SqTfeR-B, 7 “afires e o forw T Tt o T (Acting Locally for Global Impact) WW@W@
ST feT| STt SRl o S, Ieei “STauisgir St farferert feem 20267 % A SR st ot o wecd), 37ht qufir 7R forer == <

TfshAT 9T TehTST ST

Ms. Aryama Mishra, Scientist-B, delivered an informative lecture on the theme “Acting Locally
for Global Impact.” During her presentation, she highlighted the significance of the current and past
themes of the International Day for Biological Diversity 2026, their background, and the process of theme

selection.
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She explained that the themes are decided under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD),
an international agreement focused on biodiversity conservation, sustainable use of natural resources, and
fair and equitable sharing of benefits from genetic resources. She further highlighted that the CBD
encourages countries to develop national biodiversity strategies, protect ecosystems and endangered

species, and involve local communities in conservation to promote global environmental sustainability.
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She elaborated on the mechanics of local-to-global impact and explained how local actions can
create global consequences across key environmental and social domains. The lecture also focused on
understanding how community-level initiatives contribute towards global sustainability through four

important dimensions of impact.
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Ms. Mishra presented several inspiring case studies, including the Zero-Waste Town model of
Kamikatsu, which demonstrated a successful community-driven sustainability initiative. She also
discussed the “Precious Plastic” initiative led by Dave Hakkens, highlighting its role as a youth-led open-

source toolkit for plastic recycling and sustainable waste management.
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Further, she emphasized how everyday individual decisions collectively contribute to broader
environmental change. The session also covered important topics such as the Civic Engagement Ladder,
strategic challenges in implementing local actions, effective response mechanisms, and action frameworks

for promoting biodiversity conservation and sustainable living practices.
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As part of the celebrations of International Day for Biological Diversity 2026, ICFRE-Institute of
Forest Biodiversity organized a series of run-up activities under IDB-2026. Various programmes including
a plantation drive, quiz competition, and drawing competition were conducted to create awareness on
biodiversity conservation and environmental sustainability. Prizes and certificates were distributed to the

winners and participants in recognition of their enthusiastic participation and contribution.
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The workshop concluded with a formal Vote of Thanks proposed by Ms. Aryama Mishra. The entire

programme was successfully coordinated by the Extension Division staff of ICFRE-Institute of Forest

Biodiversity.




Glimpses of the Program

Figure-1: Dr. Pankaj Singh, Scientist-D, addressing participants in Figure-2: Dr. Deepa M., Scientist-E & GCR, addressing
the inaugural session of IDB-2026 participants during the inaugural session of IDB-2026

Figure-3: Dr. S. Pattanaik, Scientist-G & Director, addressing

participants during the inaugural session of ID
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Figure-: Plantation activity by NCC cadets

Scientist-G & Director




Figure-7: NCC cadets actively participating in the drawing Figure-8: NCC cadets actively participating in the drawing
competition competition

Figure-9: Children actively participating in the drawing Figure-10: Distribution of prizes to winners of the quiz and
competition during IDB-2026 drawing competitions during IDB-2026

Figure-11: Distribution of prizes to winners of the quiz and Flgure-12 Group photograph with partlclpants and ICFRE-
drawing competitions during IDB-2026 IFB staff




