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Report on “International Day of Forests” by ICFRE-Institute of Forest Biodiversity,

Hyderabad on 20.03.2026.
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The ICFRE-Institute of Forest Biodiversity (IFB), Hyderabad celebrated the International
Day of Forests on 20 March 2026 with the global theme “Forests and Economies.” The
programme aimed to create awareness among school students about the ecological and economic
importance of forests and their role in biodiversity conservation, climate regulation, and livelihood

security of forest-dependent communities.
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As part of the outreach and extension activities of the Institute, an awareness programme

was organized for 65 students of Class VII from North City High School, Hyderabad, along

with their teachers.
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The programme began with a welcome interaction followed by the screening of Institute video
documentary and Habitat Trees documentary, highlighting the mandate, research activities,
extension initiatives, and achievements of IFB, Hyderabad. The session provided students with
insights into biodiversity conservation, agroforestry promotion, and sustainable utilization of forest

resources.
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An informative presentation on “Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) of Major Non-Timber
Forest Products (NTFPs) of Telangana” was delivered by Dr. Pankaj Singh, Scientist-D &
Head (Extension). The presentation covered the concept and importance of NTFPs, MSP
mechanisms supporting forest-dependent communities, major NTFPs of Telangana, and the role of
government interventions through GCCs in strengthening rural livelihoods. The session

highlighted the economic significance of forests beyond timber resources.
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An interactive quiz competition on forests, biodiversity, wildlife, environmental

conservation, and NTFPs was conducted to enhance student engagement. Winners were awarded

prizes to encourage participation and learning enthusiasm.
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A biodiversity walk was organized within the campus to provide exposure to native tree
species, medicinal plants, and ecologically important flora. Scientists explained their ecological
importance and conservation value, enabling students to connect classroom knowledge with field

observations.
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Students were also taken on a visit to selected laboratory facilities, where they were
introduced to soil sample analysis techniques, NTFP-related activities, and entomology aspects
associated with forestry research. The visit helped generate interest among students in forestry and

environmental sciences.
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The programme was conducted successfully with active participation from students and
teachers. It effectively created awareness about forests, biodiversity conservation, and the

economic importance of forest resources among young learners. The entire programme was

coordinated by the Extension Division Team of IFB, Hyderabad.




Glimpses of the Program
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Figure-1: Presentation on MSPs of major NTFPs of Telangana by ~ Figure-2: Presentation on MSPs of major NTFPs of Telangana
Dr. Pankaj Singh, Scientist-D & Head (Extension), ICFRE-IFB, by Dr. Pankaj Singh, Scientist-D & Head (Extension), ICFRE-
Hyderabad _ IFB, Hyderabad
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Figure-3: Screening of Institute video documentary and Habitat
Trees documentary to students

Figure-5: Biodiversity walk and species demonstration conducted Figure-6: Biodiversity walk and species demonstration
by staff of ICFRE-IFB, Hyderabad conducted by staff of ICFRE-IFB, Hyderabad




' Figure-8: NTFP laboratory demonstration on processing and
importance of Non-Timber Forest Products

Figure-7: Soil Iabortory demonstration on soil sample analysis
techniques to participating students

Figre-9: Entomology laboratory demonstration on insect Figure-10: Distribution of quiz prizes to students during
diversity in forest ecosystems International Day of Forests 2026 celebrations
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Figure-12: Group photograph with participating students,
International Day of Forests 2026 celebrations teachers, and ICFRE-IFB staff

' ue-ll: Distribution of quiz prizes to students during




