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Centre to spend A9k crore.
for rejuvenation of 13 rivers

RIVER REJUVENATION BEYOND GANGA

@®timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Looking beyond
Ganga, the Centre on Mon-
day released a detailed plan
of action to rejuvenate 13
other rivers, spread over 24
states and two Union territo-
ries, through forestry inter-
vention. Over Rs 19,000 crore
will be spent in the next five
years for various afforesta-
tion programmes and relat-
ed activities in the catch-
mentareas of these rivers.
The idea behind the move
is to grow green cover along
both sides of these rivers and
their tributaries to increase
ground water recharge, re-
duce erosion and recharge
aquifers as forests absorb
rainfall and discharge water
slowly into the river stream.
The rivers identified for
this rejuvenation model in-
clude Yamuna, Krishna,
Cauvery, Mahanadi and Bra-
hamputra, “The projects will
alleviate growing  water
stress and help achieve na-
tional goals related to climate
and sustainable deve)-
opment,” said environment
minister Bhupender Yaday
while jointly releasing ‘de-
tailed project reports’ (DPRs)
of 13 rivers with Jal Shakti
(water resource) minister Ga-
Jjendra Singh Shekhawat.
rivers collective-
ly cover a total basin area of
over18.90 lakh sq km that rep-
resents 57.45% of the geo-
graphical area of the country.
~ Thelength of 13 rivers, in-
cluding202 tributaries within

13 rivers, spread over 24
states and 2 UTs, to be

rejuvenated through forestry
interventions

Himalayan Rivers: Jhelum,
Chenab, Ravi, Sutlej, Beas,
Yamuna and Brahamputra
Peninsular Rivers: Narmada,
Godavari, Mahanadi, Krishna
and Cauvery

Inland Drained River: Luni

Why forestry interventions?

» Forests absorb rainfall

» Slow run off

» Regulate hydrological cycle
» Reduce soil erosion

» Improve water infiltration
» Recharge aquifers

» Biological filters

» Bioremediation

BUDGET | Projected outlay
for 5 years 19,338 crore
| Top seven in terms of outiay
I8 Amount (< in crore)

Krishna [N 2327
Narmada [ 2127
Godavari [ 1700

Mahanadi ([l 1370
Brahamputra [ 1,183

vamuna [
Cauvery I 3469

Potential Benefits:

Projected increase in
forest cover: 7417 sq km
Estimated additional
carbon sequestration:
50.21 million tonnes of
CO02 equivalent

(after 10 years)

74,76 million tonnes of
CO02 equivalent

(after 20 years)

the delineated riverscapes, is
42,830 km. Under the DPRs,
the 13 rivers along with their
tributaries will see fo

interventions in the catch-

The different models of
forestry plantations, includ-
Ing timber species, medicinal
plants, grasses, shrubs angd
fuel fodder and fiuit trees are
aimed to augment water,

groundwater recharge and
contain erosion.
“Site-specific treatments
in terms of soil and moisture
conservation and plantations
of grasses, herbs, forestry
and horticultural trees have
been proposed for treatment
of prioritised sites in the riy-
erscape, supported by GIS
technique, based on consulta-
tions with stakeholders, ” said
anote from the environment
ministry on the projects.
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Yadav, Shekhawat Release DPRs On l-lejuvenation
Of 13 Major Rivers Through Forestry Interventions

New Delhi / Dehradun
(The Hawk): The Union
Minister for Environment
Forest and Climate Change,
Sh. Bhupender Yadav and
the Union Minister, Jal
Shakti, Sh. Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat along with the
Minister  of  State,
MOEF&CC, Sh. Ashwini
Kumar Choubey, jointly re-
leased the Detailed Project
Reports (DPRs) on Rejuve-
nation of thirteen Major
Rivers throy,
terventions.
for which DPRs were re-
are Jhelum,
R.\\l Beas, Sndej Yamuna,
Brahmaputra, Luni,
Narmada, Godavari,
Mahanadi. Krishna, and
Cauvery. The DPRs were
funded by National Affores-
tation & Eco-development
Board, (MoEF&CC) and
prepared by Indian Council
of Furealry Research &

Education(ICFRE),
Dehradun. Smt. Leena
Nandan, Secretary,

MoEF&CC, Sh. C.P. Goyal,
Director General Forest &
Special Secretary,
MoEF&CC, Sh. Arun Singh
Rawat, Director General,
ICFRE were also present on
the occasion.

Growing water crisis

ans of nature and rather
forced our ownership on it,
we have started exploiting
and over exploiting our re-

sources.
TaIng about how
under Prime Minister Shri

approach has been adopted
towards river rejuvenation
espcually that of river

Ganga, the Union Minister
said that the entire world has
witnessed and appreciated
the results. The Union Min-
ister for Jal Shakti stressed
on the need for thinking of
ourselves as custodians of
nature and all its beauty &
resources and the fact that
in the past 5 decades we

state and
prioritization of areas using
Remote sensing and GIS
techniques along with field
verification for proposed
forestry interventions and
other conservation me:

the current

consultative process and
designing and develop-
ment of various treatment
‘models for Natural. Agricul-
ture & Urban landscape in
each of the delineated
riverscape. Each DPR con-
sists of Vol. L I and sum-
‘mary of the DPR in the form
of an Overview. Addition-
ally, an Overview as sum-
maryo(all 13 DPRs is also
prepared as abridged docu-
me:

ﬁg;cd in the DPRs shall
Ip achieve potential ben-
efits of increasing the green
cover, contain soil erosion,
recharge water table and se-
quester carbon dioxide in
addition to benefits in the
form of non-timber forest
produce. Forestry interven-
tions are expected to in-
crease the cumulative for-
est cover by 7.417.36 Lm.
across 13 riverscapes. The
proposed interventions
would help to sequester
50.21 million tons CO2
equivalent in 10-year-old
plantations and 74.76 mil-
lion tons CO2 equivalent in
20-year-old plantations.
The proposed interventions
in thirteen riverscapes
would help in ground wa-
ter recharge to the extent of
1.889.89 million m3 yr-1,
and reduction in sedimen-
tation to the tune of
64.83,114m3 yr-1. In addi-
tion, Rs. 449.01 crore is
likely to be generated from
expected non-timber and
other forest produce. It is
also expected that the em-
ployment of 344 million
man-days shall be gener-
ated through planned ac-

on account of fresh
water resources especially
due to shrinking and degra-
dation of river ecosystems is
a major impediment to
achieving national goals per-
taining to environment, con-

servation, climate change
and s inable develop-
ment. Thirteen rivers collec-
tively cover a total basin area
of 18.90,110 5. km that rep-
resents 57.45% of the geo-
graphical area of the coun-
try. The Ien$lh of 13 rivers
b ine 302 tri o

have forgotten our respon- nt. tivities as provisioned in 13
sibilities towards The DPRs focus on  DPRs.

inability and we need p i i Th florts will play

that we give abet- eco- ani role achieving

ter resource base to our fu- Iog:cal restoration, mois-  the international commit-

ture Sh.  ture ¢ liveli-  ments of India such as NDC

Shekhawat said that with hwdunpm\vnrm. income ﬁm:slry sector goal of cre-

these DPRs, through holis- i by ation of additional carbon

tic planning, we can head ‘ndg river fronts,eco-  sink of 2.5 -3 billion tons of

towards giving a better re- bringing aware- CO2 equivalent through

source base to the future
through integrative man-
agement and combined ef-
forts of all.

The rivers along with
their tributaries are pro-
posed for forestry interven-
tions in the riverscape un-

der diff

within the delineated
riverscapes is 42,830 km.

namely nalura] Iand;v.apc

ness among;l the masses.
Research and monitoring
have also been included as
a component.

The proposed cumu-
lative budget outlay of thir-
teen DPRs is Rs. 19,342.62
crore. The DPRs are ex-
pected to be executed
through the State Forest De-

as nodal depart.

Addressing the gath-  urban Tltdxﬂ'cr-
ering, the Union Environ-  ent models of forestry plan-
ment  Minister, Shri tations including timber
Bhupender Yadav said that  species, medicinal plants,
these DPRs are in line with  grasses, s| 3 fuel fod-

the holistic vision of Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra
i of making the com-
ing 25 years as ‘Amrit Kaal’
as these DPRs will create a
target of green cover expan-
sion for upcoming 10 years
and 20 years, then the fu-
ture generations will get a
‘Green India’ through the
‘Van Bhagidari and Jan
Bhagidari® of the current
en:muun Sh. Yadav fur-
added that the projects
wnll alleviate the growing
water stress and help
achieve national goals re-
lated to climate change and
sustainable development.
Addressing the gath-
ering, the Union Minister,
Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said that

all lmdluonally as rivers
were treated as goddesses
and were cared for with
deep reverence in the hearts,
minds and souls of the
masses. Shri Shekhawat
said that the day we stopped
thinking aboil what we
give back to the rivers,
when we did not balance
the need for dcvelopmcnl

der and fruit trees are aimed
to augment water, ground
water recharge and contain
erosion. A total of 667 treat-
ment and plantation mod-
els are in all the
13 DPK?wmunl'ur the pro-
B B ¥

ment and wu.h convergence
of schemes of other line de-

ing support from the Gov-
crﬁmem of India. For ease
of implementation by the
frontline staff, an Execu-
tion Manual in Hindi/Local
Languages shall be pre-
pared by the State Forest
D. Technical

and supporting activities,
in different landscapes. In
all, 283 treatment models
have been proposed for the
natural landscapes,
ments models in Agricul-
ture L s and 116

support shall be provided
by ICFRE. The treatments
are proposed to be spread
over a period of five years
with a provision for addi-
tional time for maintenance
of ions. In case of de-

different treatment models
in Urban Landscapes. Site
specific treatments in terms
of soil & moisture conser-
vation and plantations of
grasses, herbs, forestry and
horticultural trees have
posed for treatment
of prioritized sites in the
riverscape supported b
GIS |=c£niqueppl?ased 03‘1
consultations with various
stakeholders. Throughout
this exercise Nodal officers
from respective State Forest
Departments were associ-
ated to coordinate with
line nts.
Each DPR incor
rates detailed fal

lay in initiation of the
rmjcn. the out-
lay of the DPR: Il be
adjusted using the Whole-
sale Price Index (WPI) since
the project outlay was
worked out as per costs
vailing durir?ga‘.’()l‘lsa
During execution, “Ridge
to Valley ch” shall be
follovmlm & mois-
ture conservation works
would

tion ty
has been prondcd in
change of species and sites
in case the circumstances at
the time of implementation
so demand. Sletnng and

analysis of the dehg-realcd
re-

with
sustainability, when we
stopped becoming custodi-

view on the river environ-
ment, factors responsible for

at
the Nalmnal Level and
State level have also been
proposed in the DPRs.

The activities pro-

additional forest and tree
cover by 2030 under the

Paris  Agreement  of
UNI . restoration of 26
million hectare of degraded

lands by 2030 as a land
degradation neutrality tar-
gel nndu UNCCD. halt the
iodiversity loss by 2030
under CBD and Sustainable
Development Goals.

It will strengthen the
country’s ss towards
Panchamnt commitment at
CoP-26 during November
2021 in Glasgow whereby
India promised to reduce its
projected carbon emission
by one billion tonnes by
2030, meet 50 per cent of
energy requirements with
renewable energy by 2030,
enhance non-fossil energy
capacity to 500 gigawatt
SOR0. edce the o i
tensity of its economy by
45 per cent by 2030 and
achieve net zero emission
by 2070.

Timely and effective
implementation of the pro-
posed forestry interven-
tions as envisaged in DPRs.
of 13 major Indian Rivers
is expected to signi
cantly contribute towards
improvement of terrestrial
and aquatic biota, and
livelihoods besides reju-
venation of the rivers in
terms of Aviral Dhara,
Nirmal Dhara besides
Swachchh Kinara.

0

I, SUB Ras Pal Singh, resident
2t Village-Dhanwana, Post-
Kot, Teh & Distt-Hamirpur,
Himachal Pradesh-177027,

¢ that name of my
wife kad been inadvertently
recorded in my Army recoed as|
Kavia Dev nhaem hu cor-

ce

dak ol' bnlh :s per uhwl &
Aadhaar Card record s 02-01-
1977. all concerned 1o note.




THE PIONEER
15-3-2022

DPRs for rejuvenation of 13
rivers released by Govt

PNS® DEHRADUN

Thc detailed project reports
(DPRs) on rejuvenation of
thirteen major rivers through
forestry interventions

by Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education
(ICFRE), Dehradun, were
released by Minister of
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change, Bhupender
Yadav in the national Capital
on Monday. The DPRs are for
Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas,
Sutlej, Yamuna, Brahmaputra,
Luni, Narmada, Godavari,
Mahanadi, Krishna, and
Cauvery rivers and have been
funde by  National
Afforestation and Eco-
Development Board.

Growing water crisis on
account of depleting fresh
water resources especially due
to shrinking and degradation
of river ecosystems is a major
impediment to achieving
national goals pertaining to
environment, conservation,
climate change and sustainable
development. The 13 rivers
collectively cover a total basin
area of 18,90,110 square kilo-
metres that represents 57.45
per cent of the gcoin hical
area of the country. The length
of 13 rivers including 202 trib-
utaries within the delineated
riverscapes is 42,830 kilome-
tres. e rivers along with
their tributaries are proposed
for forestry interventions in the
riverscape under different

landscapes- natural, agricul-
tural and urban landscapes.
The different models of
forestry plantations includi

timber species, medicina
plants, grasses, shrubs and
fuel, fodder and fruit trees are
aimed to augment water,
ground water recharge and
contain erosion. A total of

667 treatment and plantation
models are proposed in all the
13 DPRs meant for the pro-
posed forestry interventions
and supporting activities, in
different landscapes. Site spe-
cific treatments in terms of soil
and moisture conservation and
plantations of grasses, herbs,
forestry and horticultural trees
have been proposed for treat-
ment of prioritised sites in the
riverscape supported by GIS

technique based on consulta-
tions with various stakehold-
ers.

Each DPR incorporates
detailed geospatial analysis of
the delineated riverscape,
exhaustive review on the river
environment, factors respon-
sible for the current state and

prioritisation of areas using
remote sensing and GIS tech-
niques along with field verifi-
cation for proposed forestry
interventions and other con-
servation measures through
an extensive consultative
process and designing and
development of various treat-
ment models for natural, agri-
culture and urban landscapes
in each of the delineated river-
scapes. The DPRs focus on

protection, afforestation, catch-
ment treatment, ecological
restoration, moisture conser-
vation, livelihood improve-
ment, income generation, eco-
tourism by developing river
fronts, eco-parks and bringing
awareness amongst the mass-
es. Research and monitoring
have also been included as a

component.

major

activities proposed in the D
shall help achieve poten
benefits of increasing the gr]
cover, contain soil erosi
recharge water table
sequester carbon dioxid
addition to benefits in
form of non-timber forest
duce. Forestry interventi
are expected to increase
cumulative forest cover
7.417.36 square kilome
across 13 riverscapes. The
Eoscd interventions wol
elp to sequester 50.21 mi
tonnes CO2 equivalent in
year-old plantations and 7
million tonnes CO2 equiv:
in 20-year-old plantations.
proposed interventions in|
riverscapes would help
ground water recharge to
extent of 1,889.89 million
yr-1, and reduction in s
mentation to the tune
64,83,114 m3 yr-1. In addit
Rs 449.01 crore is likely tdf
generated from expected nf
timber and other forest 1

duce. It is also expected that
employment of 344 mill

The p d cumulative
budget outlay of the 13 DPRs
is Rs 19,342.62 crore. The
DPRs are expected to be exe-
cuted through the State Forest
Departments as nodal depart-
ment and with convergence of
schemes of other line dﬂ.un-
ments in the states towards the
activities proposed in the DPRs
and funding support from the
Government of India. The

ys shall be generd
through planned activitie
provisioned in 13 DPRs.

The Jal Shakti mini
Gajendra Singh Shekhay
MoEFCC State minig
Ashwini Kumar Choulj
Forests DG CP Goyal
ICFRE DG Arun Singh Ra]
were also present on the og
sion.
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