World Environment Day (WED), 2019
Institute of Forest Genetics & Tree Breeding (IFGTB), Coimbatore

5™ June is celebrated every year as World Environment Day (WED). WED is the United
Nations day for encouraging worldwide awareness and action to protect our
environment. Since it began in 1974, the event has grown to become a global platform
for public outreach that is widely celebrated in over 100 countries. WED 2019 urges
governments, industries, communities and individuals to come together to explore
renewable energy, green technologies and improve air quality in cities and regions

across the world.

In line with UN declaration; Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is
observing the World Environment Day, 2019 on the theme “Beat Air Pollution”. India
has formulated and launched the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP). This is a long
term time bound national level strategy and tackle the increasing pollution problem
across the country. The objective of NCAP is comprehensive plan for prevention,
control and abatement of air pollution besides augmenting the air quality monitoring
network. The tentative national level target is reduction of PM2.5 and PM10
concentration by 20% — 30% by 2024.

On the theme of “Air Pollution”, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
for World Environment Day has released new theme song & video — “Hawa Aane De”.
The video focuses on the children and their future. With the air in India growing more
toxic with each passing year from the discharge of chemical pollutants from a variety of
sources, the song is a call-to-action for everyone in the nation to come together and

combat the environmental challenges of our time.

On the observance of World Environment Day celebrations on 5™ June 2019, the
Extension Division of IFGTB organised bamboo planting campaign to kick start the
monsoon planting programmes of IFGTB. It is important to note that IFGTB is setting up
clone bank of Bamboo in Forest Campus and Forest Research Station at Panampally,
Kerala under the National Bamboo Mission (NBM) Programme. Dr. Mohit Gera, Director
IFGTB along with all staff and employees carried out planting of important Bamboo
varieties such as Dendrocalamus brandisii, Bambusa mizorameana, Dendrocalamus
giganteus, Thyrsostachys oliveri & Dendrocalamus longispathus which were being

multiplied by the Institute for planting on farm lands in State of Tamil Nadu.



Forest Campus sprawls over 162 acres of land in heart of Coimbatore. Befitting to the
theme of the WED 2019, IFGTB appealled to all inmates to take up “Zero Burning”
campaign to bring solidarity in awarenes raising on “BeatAirPollution”. This appeal was
made for raising awareness for this year WED, 2019 theme — “Beat Air Pollution” in

the campus.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Mohit Gera, Director, stressed that WED is the "people's
day" for doing something to take care of the Earth. That "something” can be local,
national or global. It can be a solo action or involve different stakeholders. He also
emphasized the importance of sustained self-initiated action of each individual for
keeping the campus clean and for adherence of “zero burning”. A graffiti wall was
installed in the institute for 3 days to garner support and suggestion of walkers and
public on the theme of WED in the forest campus. This initiative saw an overwhelming

support of the students and public with more than 75 entries.

A three days activity on “BeatAirPollution” was arranged at Edu Center for the school
and college students visiting Gass Forest Museum at IFGTB, Coimbatore. More than
150 students of YWCA Matriculation School, Coimbatore and Chinmaya Vidhyalaya,
Coimbatore, participated in the awareness campaign. The theme song of WED 2019
released by MOEF&CC, video show on Air Pollution was moderated by Shri. P.
Chandrasekaran, STO and talk show by Dr. Thangamani, Scientist, IFGTB and Ph.D
scholars of IFGTB on Mangroves and Air Pollution were arranged to the students for

awareness raising.
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Awareness drives aplenty
on environment day
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WORLD Environment Day
was marked by a range of
events — from awareness ral-
lies to green drives — on
Wednesday. Institute of For-
est Genetics and Tree Breed-
ing (IFGTB) celebrated the
day by planting several bam-
boo varieties on its premises.
Ithas plans to do the same on
farmlands across the State.
In line with the theme for
this year — Beat Air Pollu-
tion, the institute asked the
inmates to take up ‘zero
burning’ campaign. IFGTB
Director Mohit Gera empha-
sised the importance of sus-
tained self-initiated action by
every individual in keeping
the campus clean and in line
with the ‘zero burning’ plan.
A week-long activity on
‘Beat Air Pollution’ has been
arranged at the Edu Center
for school and college stu-
dents visiting the Gass Forest
Museum. Students will get to

About growing trees

A traditional folk dance
and skit were performed to
create awareness on
growing trees. Coimbatore
Railway Station Director P
Satheesh Saravanan and
Commercial Inspector B
Citibabu were present

watch talk shows of scien-
tists and research scholars in

to

¥
pal Corporation (CCMC)
staff, and volunteers of
Siruthuli and Namma Kovai
planted several saplings at
Vellalore dumping yard. As
many as 50 neem saplings

were planted along the sides
of the railway track.

Railway staff and Aram
Foundation Charitable Trust
conducted a special program
at the Coimbatore railway
station.

Collector K Rajamani inau-
gurated an awarenessrally at
Racecourse and distributed
tree saplings to the public on
Wednesday.

Thenational plan

India has formulated and
launched the National Clean
Air Programme (NCAP) --a
longterm time-bound nation-
al strategy to tackle the in-
creasing pollution problems
across the country. The objec-
tive of NCAP is to form a
comprehensive plan for pre-
vention, control and abate-
ment of air pollution, besides
augmenting the air quality
monitoring network.

The tentative national tar-
getisreduction of PM2.5and
PM10 concentration by 20-30
per cent by 2024.
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bamboo plantlng campaign to

‘When city got lost i clean, green drives

Coimbatore: The city railway :

station did it bit to promote gre-
en concepts on the occasion of
the World Environment Day on
Wednesday. Passengers who ca-
me to board trains were provi-
ded with cloth bags to create
awareness among them on al-
ternatives for plastic, while the
travellers who came out of the
station were greeted with a stre-
et play on the theme of environ-
mental conservation.

Inanother instance, agroup
of volunteers and NSS students
cleaned the Sengulam tank at
Kuniamuthur in the city. Simi-
larly; several governmental and
non-governmental organiza-
tions conducted an array of
events to mark the World Envi-
ronment Day.

Southern railway officials
had tied up with private firms
andNGOstoorganizeanumber
of events. “We planted saplings
neartherailwaypolicestation,”
said a railway official. Along
with the city-based Aram foun-
dation, they also arranged a
street play and a parai aattam
performance.

Members of the Kovai Ku-
langal Padhukappu Amaippu,
along with the NSS volunteers
of Sri Ramakrishna College of
Arts and Science, cleared plas-
ticwasteandliquorbottlesfrom
Sengulam tank in Kuniamut-

WE ARE IN: (Top) e city corporation organizd a tree Iating drive

at the Vellalore dump yard (Below) Students cleaning Sengulam tank -

hur “People are using tank
bunds as drmking places. We
haverem

logically sensitivespots,’said R
Manikandan, orgamzer of Ko-
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mark the environment day and
also to inaugurate its monsoon
plantingprogramme. A ‘graffiti
wall’ was also installed on its
campus. It would be open for
three days and people could ex-
press their ideas about saving
environment on the wall. A we-
ek-long activity on ‘beat air pol-
lution’, the theme of this year’s
World Environment Day, would
be arranged for school and col-
lege students whovisit the Gass
Forest Museum on the campus.
District collector K Rajama-
ni distributed saplings to mor-
ning walkers at Race Course.
On its part, the city municipal
corporation, along with city-ba-
sed NGOs, organized a tree
planting drive at the 650-acre
Vellalore dump yard. Rajamani
corporation commissioner J
Sravan Kumar and other offici-
alsparticipated in theevent.
Educational institutions in

% the city too organized events to

mark the World Environmental
Day. SriKrishna Artsand Scien-
ce College, Kuniamuthur, con-
ducted awareness sessions on
air pollution and planted sap-
lings. Similarly, representatives
of PSG Hospitals planted sap-
lingson the hospital premises.
The civicbody also unveiled
amedical plants garden and ar-
boretum of endangered trees at
Singanallur Lake and distribu-
tedseedballstothestud%.




