REDD+ Workshop at Guwahati | 2017

REDD" WORKSHOP AT GUWAHATI

Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education, Dehradun and Rain Forest
Research Institute, Jorhat jointly organized a daylong Regional Stakeholders’
Consultations and Capacity Building Workshop on National REDD" Strategy
for NE Region at the National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj
(NIRD&PR), Guwahati (Assam) on 20" December, 2017. There were thirty two
participants that included Forest Officers of NE States, Scientists, Academicians,

NGO Members, Community Members and JFMC members.

At the outset, Shri V. R. S. Rawat, Assistant Director General (Biodiversity &
Climate Change), ICFRE welcomed all the participants. He briefly spoke about the
aim of organizing the Workshop and gave an overview of REDD plus concepts and

scope of REDD plus for India’s forests.

Dr. R. S. C. Jayaraj, Director, RFRI, Jorhat while welcoming the participants
described the importance of REDD plus programmes for climate change

mitigation.

Speaking at the inaugural session of the workshop, Dr. S. C. Gairola, Director
General, ICFRE said that REDD plus programmes if implemented properly has a
great potential for improving the livelihood of forest dwelling communities at the
same time contributing towards climate change mitigation through protection and
conservation of forests. The local communities who have been traditionally
conserving their forests can be financially benefited with REDD plus programmes
in terms of payment for environmental services. Dr. Gairola said tackling
deforestation and forest degradation is important for implementing REDD plus at

national level. He asked forest officers to account and document carbon benefits to
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the nation flowing from national forests and how to develop a system of payments

to communities.

Sri N. K. Vasu, Principal Chief Conservator of Forest & Chief Wildlife Warden,
Assam graced the occasion as Chief Guest. He highlighted various issues related to
REDD+ with respect to North Eastern States.

Shri R. K. Kalita, Scientist, RFRI, Jorhat offered the vote of thanks in the

Inaugural session.

In the Technical Session, Shri V. R. S. Rawat, Assistant Director General
(Biodiversity & Climate Change), ICFRE gave a presentation on Overview of
REDD+ concepts, REDD+ Stocktaking and issues for India.

Dr. Subhash Ashutosh, PCCF, Meghalaya delivered a detailed presentation on
REDD+ initiative in Meghalaya: A Case Study. He described various projects
implemented by Government of Meghalaya related to REDD+.

Shri Tambor Lyngdoh, Secretary, Umiam-Mawphlang Welfare Society, East Khasi
Hills District, Meghalaya gave in-depth presentation on the REDD+ project that

they have been implementing in Mawphlang.

There was detailed discussion on Safeguard Information System: Gap Analysis,

discussion and views from Participants were recorded.
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A.Workshop- on reducing emission from deforestation held

STAEF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Dec 23: The Indian Coun-
cil of Forestry Research and Education (IC-
FRE), an autonomous body of the Union
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Cli-
mate Change, and its Jorhat-based Rain
Forest Research Institute (RFRI) organ-
ised a daylong regional stakeholders con-
sultations and capacity building workshop
on national REDD plus strategy for NE
region at the National Institute of Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj (NIRD)
here recently; stated a press release.

Reducing emissions from deforestation
and forest degradation in developing coun-
tries and role of conservation collectively

known as REDD plus under UN Climate’
Negotiations intends to give financial incen-
tives to the developing countries for reduc-
ing deforestation and forest degradation,
pmmoﬁmforestconservaﬁonandsustaim
able management of forests. Paris Agree-
ment on Climate Change alsoreiteratedits
support to promote REDD plus in develop-
ing countries for climate change mitigation,
REDD plus implementation requires
lot of preparedness at domestic level,
Countries willing to seek financial incen-
tives for REDD plus under UN Climate
Agreements need to develop a National
REDD plus strategy or action plan, a safe-
guard information system, a forest refer-
ence level and a robust national forest

monitoring system. Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change, Gov-
ernment of India has assigned the task of
institutionalisation of REDD+ to the Tn-
dian Council of Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE), Dehradun.

Speaking at the inatigural session of the
workshop, Dr Suresh Gairola, Director
General, ICFRE said that REDD plus pro-
grammes if implemented properly has a
great potential for improving the liveli-
hood of forest dwelling communities at
the same. time contributing towards cli-
mate change mitigation through protec-
tion and conservation of forests.

The local communities who have been
traditionally consesving their forests can

be ﬁnancially benefited with REDD plus
programmes m terms of payment for en-
vironmental semces Dr Gairola said tacks

lmg deforestation’and forest degradation

is important for unplementmg REDD plus
atnational level.

He asked forest officers to account and
document carbon benefits to the nation flow-
ing from national forests and how to devel-
opasystem of payments to communities,

.Dr RSC Jayaraj, Director, RFRI,
Jorhat while welcoming the participants
described the importance of REDD plus
programmes for climate change mitiga-
tion, VRS Rawat, ADG (Climate
Change) ICFRE and gave an overview.
of REDD plus concepts and scope of

REDD plus for India’s forests.

The objective of the workshop was to
have wider consultation process for prep-
arationofnational REDD plus strategy and

.on developing a safeguard Information
_System on REDD plus. Participants dis-
. cussed on various elements that could be

incorporated in the national REDD plus
strategy. About 30 participants from NE
Forest departments, civil society, commu-
mty members participated in the work-

‘shop. Among others, NK Vasu, Principal

Chief Conservator of Forest (PCCF), As-

sam, Dr Subhash Ashutosh PCCE, Meg-

halaya, attended the event. Rajib Kumar
Kalita offered the vote of thanks, said the
press release
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