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Importance of tiger cons

Prayagraj (PNS): In support of
Prime Minister’s vision to pro-
tect Environment, College of
Forestry of Sam Higginbottom
University of Agriculture,
Technology and Sciences
(SHUATS), has been celebrat-
ing the 70th edition of Wildlife
Week from October 2 with the
theme “Wildlife Conservation
Through Co-Existence.” It will
continue till October 8.

The focus of the Wildlife Week
celebrations at College of
Forestry was to promote aware-
ness on the importance of all
forms of wildlife and the need
for collaborative efforts in pre-
serving nation’s rich biodiversi-
ty. In ?us presidential address,
Prof Antony Joseph Raj, Dean of
College of Forestry and Director,
informed that India is one of the
17 mega-diversity countries and
host to four of the world’s 36 bio-
diversity hotspots. Prof Antony
mentioned that due to commit-
ment for the wildlife protection,
our country has established the
network of 1,014 protected areas,
induding 106 national parks, 573
wildlife sanctuaries, 115 conser-
vation reserves and 220 commu-
nity reserves. He highlighted

| T w " Sctakzr 2024

the importance of tiger conser-
vation efforts in our country
through Project Tiger which
has scripted a remarkable success
story in the growth of tigers from
1,411 in 2006 to 3,682 in the year
2023 with 55 Tiger Reserves and
India is now home to more than
70 per cent of the world’s wild
tiger population. Dr Antony
urged the students and young
people to turn into role models
in raising awareness and instill-
ing a sense of responsibility for
the conservation of India’s
remarkable wildlife. Chief guest
Dr Sanjay Singh, Head of
ICFRE-Eco Rehabilitation
Centre, Prayagraj, emphasised
that conservation of wildlife is
the core cultural identity of
Indians. Dr Sanjay Singh
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informed that India is the only
country in the world where
Asiatic lion and tiger both exist
together and stressed that in situ
and ex-situ conservation is very
important for wildlife conserva-
tion. Dr Singh added that human
wild life conflict is increasing day
by day due to the encroachment
of wildlife habitats. He shared his
experiences as an expert in the
government high-level commit-
tees for wildlife conservation. Dr
Singh called upon the students
to go with a broad vision towards
wildlife conservation and man-
agement. Dr Anubha Srivastava
(scientist D of ICFRE-Eco
Rehabiltation Centre) was pre-
sent as the guest of honour in the
Wildlife Week celebration func-
tion. In the welcome address,

DrAfaq M Wani, Head of Forest
Biology, Tree Improvement and
Wildlife Sciences revealed that
the idea of Wildlife Week was
conceived by the Indian Board
of Wildlife in the year 1952. Dr
Afaq informed that initially First
Wildlife Day was observed on
October 2, 1955, but later the
name was changed to Wildlife
Week. He added that the first
Wildlife Week was observed
from October 2 to 8 in the year
1957. DrAbhishek James,
Associate Dean of College of
Forestry, proposed the vote of
thanks. Dr James thanked Dr
Sanjay Singh, Dr Anubha
Srivastava, Prof Antony Joseph
Raj (Dean of College of
Forestry), Dr Afag M Wani
(Head), all faculty members and
students for making the Wildlife
Week celebrations in College of
Forestry a grand success. The
important events and competi-
tions for the students were quiz
competition, drawing competi-
tion, wildlife photography
competition and Scientific
Name (wild animals and birds)
Writing Competition.
Certificates and prizes were dis-
tributed to the winners.
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