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A Reporton

Scientist Student Interaction Program under ‘PRAKRITI’ Scheme of ICFRE
(MoEF&CC) at Suru Valley, Kargil, Ladakh UT

(Dated 11t July, 2021)

Himalayan Forest Research Institute (HFRI), Shimla, Himachal Pradesh organized an interaction
program with local students of Suru Valley in Kargil district of Ladakh UT. Himalayan Forest
Research Institute, an institute under Indian Council of Forest Research and Education (ICFRE)
Dehradun, comes under Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). Indian
Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE), Dehradun has signed two Memorandums of
Understanding, (MoUs) with Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) and Navodaya Vidyalaya
Samiti (NVS) as a ‘PRAKRITI’ programme, for a period of 10 years.

The main objective of the programme is to provide a platform for school children to learn practical
skills towards sustainable use of resources. It also aims to promote awareness about forests and
environment, and stimulate interest among students in maintaining a balanced environment, and
also seeks to provide students with skills that reflect care and protection towards forests,
environment and society.

The team of researchers led by Dr. Vaneet Jishtu, a Senior Scientist from HFRI, Shimla organised a
field interaction with the students of various remote schools of Suru valley in Kargil District of
Ladakh, UT. The students were out on community class excursion to Thulus village of Suru valley
of the district. They belonged to different schools of the valley; namely Government Middle
School, Thvina; Army Goodwill School, Faroona; Government Primary School, Bardum;
Government Higher Secondary School, Lankerchay; Government Higher Secondary School,
Sankoo; Jawahar Navodaya Vidhyala, Khumbathang and they were led by volunteer teachers of
village Thvina. A total of 85 students and their volunteer teachers participated in the open air
interactive programme. Dr. Jishtu, a field botanist delivered lecture to the students about the
importance of plants to the environment and also gave basic tips on plant identification of common
species with live plant demonstrations. He also touched upon various environmental issues in
context to the cold desert region of Ladakh. Ms. Astha Chauhan, Junior Research Fellow at HFRI
Shimla talked on the theme of ecosystem services and their importance, while Ms. Hasina Bano,
Senior Project Fellow interacted in local dialect on the theme of Plant Conservation and efforts to
reduce garbage in Ladakh.

The students readily and freely interacted with the HFRI research team, posing some interesting
questions. Such interactions prove to be fruitful as they provide an interactive platform to the
students, especially in far flung remote regions. This interaction was facilitated by a local para-
botanist, Mr. Younis, who besides being a local resident is a Volunteer School teacher from
Shankoo village of Suru valley of Kargil District. The participants highly appreciated the
deliberations and interaction with the Scientist and Research Scholars and they requested for
organizing such meetings in future too.



Glimses of the Programme




LU o 8

OGrealer_Laaam oeremer Lacath eGmaier Lacam@thegrealerlada
email.edtorgrealariadaky@gmail coo

Greater La

MONDAY July. 12th....

Issue No-14| Vol: 5|Rs10/- |

2021

RN1. No: JRBIL/2017/70366

Scientist Student Interaction Program

——— Under PRAKRITI Scheme Of I(FRE (MoEF&(C)

GLNeas

SankandHimalayan Forest
Research Institute (MFRI),
Shimla, Hintachal Praclesh
organized 4n inleraction
program with local students
of suruvalley n Karal distnct
of Ladakh WT. Himalsyan
Forest Hessarch Institute, an
institute under Indlan
Canrct of Fowest Resparch
and Fducation [ICFAZ}
Oehradun, comes under
Ministry ©f Cnvitonmuent,
Fore, arvd Climote Change
(MOLFCCH The KCFAL has 2
taken amand e to Merpact
with studerts urder thelr
PRAKRITI pregramme, The
progam Invees selenbises
STuck s wtemctian with an
Al 10 Promate avarereds
abuut Toreely and
erviroament and stirvlate
Irterest among the students
for qunerating care and

pretecton skils towaeds ke
natural reseurees and the
wocietyasavinke,

The teai of researchiers led
bry Or. Varwet Johiy, o st
sciertist from *F R/ organised
a fiel irteraztion with the
studerts of vanous sthools af
Suruvalleyin Kargll Cistrict af
Ladakh The shudents were
ant on communiry class
U ON 10 s vilage of
Suruvaley of the district Te
students Lelorged 10
Covemenent Mddle Scheol
Thvins: Army Goadwill
4choal Farocra; Govemment
Primary Scheal Bardum,
Goveramant Highaor
Secnndary Schanl
Lankerchay: Government
Higher Secondary Schaol
Sunhou Jesnlie Navulays
Welryals Khumbatkang and
they vaere lod by volurteer
teachers of wllsge Ihvina

Senlar Sclentist af the

Iraritute, D Napeel e a
field batanist lectured the
studuents wbout the
firpotance of plants 1o the
envesrment aod alse qave
basic tipy on plant
Idantificatian of cammon
specins. Asths Chauhan,

luniar Research Eellaw at
HEAL talkscd on e then'e of
DOOAYSIOM services and e
importanie, while Hasing
Bane, Senfor Project Felow
Interacted n local diakect on
the theme of glant
conservatian. Such
Interactlons prave te be

fruithd a< thoy peavide 20
interactive platform to
students, Tk mteraction wis
fauilituivd by o lucdl paeras
Lotanst Youns, who beskles
being a lecal resiciers s a
sthoul tescher frum Sankoo
wilage of Suru valley af Kaegll
Distrkt




