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Uma Bharti visits FRI, urges community based development

By OUR STAFF
REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 16 Sep: Union
Water Resources Minister Uma
Bheriivisted the Forest Research
Instifute, here, today, Dr
Ashuani Kumer, DG, ICFRE
and Dr PP Bhojvaid, Director,

FRI, welcomed the minister
She visted the convocation
hall, timber and Non-wood
Forest Products museums. She
was highly impressed by fhe
architecture of FRI and its
facilies. She was briefed about
the activities of ICFRE as wel
as FRI by the Director General,
ICFRE, and Director, FRI,
respectively. She showed keen
interest in the research activities
of the institute, particularly with
respect to_the Himalayan
ecosystem. She requested the
expertise of the insitute to help
in restoration of ecological and

spiritual aspects of Rejuvenation
of the Ganga

In her address to the
offcers of ICFRE and FR, she
appreciated the role played by
theinstitute in addressing various
problems of the Himalayas and
its peaple and emphasised on
involing the rural masses in
restoring the over-exploited eco-
system and polluton of the iver
Ganga. She also stressed the
need for local community-
oriented development through
‘medicinal and aromatic plants
including their value addition.

She invited the FRI o play
asignificant ole in achievingthe
goal of restoration of the
Himalayan eco-system and the
quality of the Ganga.

DG, ICFRE, and Director,
FRI, felcitated the minister by
presenting a memento and &
shawl
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DEHRADUN:  The i&kﬂv
‘metre stretch between Gau-
‘mukh and Uttarkashi, which
‘was notified as an eco-sensi-
tive zone in December 2012
raised the ire of the local
population due to lack of
awareness regarding the no-
tification and the wrong ap-
proach to its
implementation, Water Re-
sources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation
Minister Uma Bharti said
here on Tuesday.

Involvement of people

“Their in no problem with
the concept of the eco-sensi-
tive zone, However, there
are issues oyer its imple-
mentation which lacks the
involvement of local peo-
ple,” Ms Bharti said adding
thatthe local administration
must involve the locals in-
stead of acting as their
leader.

Ms Bhart visited the For-
est Research Institute (FRT)
and the Wadia Institute of
Himalayan Geology, on
Tuesday, where she dis-
 cussed issues concerning the

The Hindu, 17 Sep, 2014

Eco-sensitive zone not a problem, says Uma

Union Minister for Water Resources and Ganga Rejuvenation Uma Bharti at
Forest Research Institute in Dehradun on Tuesday. PHOTO. VIRENDER SINGH NEGI

Tejuvenation of the Ganga
along with the scope of de-
veloping the State as & hub
for the production of herbal
‘medicines and their sale at
the national and.interna-
tional level

“The  production  and
processing of herbal medi-

cines would provide employ-
ment to the natives of the
State and it would eventually
address the issue of migra-
tion from the villages,” she
said.
Rejuvenating rivers
During her visit to the

State, on Tuesday, Ms Bharti
said there was need to reju-
venate the Gangaand the Ya-
‘muna in the State.

“T visited FRI to discuss
‘possible solutions to rejuve-
nate the Ganga and the Ya-
muna in Uttarakhand,” Ms
Bharti said,
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jon Minister for
fer Resources,
River Development

and Ganga Rejuvenation
Uma Bharti today invited
the iconic Forest Research
institute (FRI) t0 play a

nificant.role towards.
achieying the goal of res-
toration of Himalayan
exosystem and the quality
of the Ganges.

Bhari, who paidavisitto
the Spravling Instiue here,
wasimpresed by tsmpos:
ing Brtsh achitectre as
well s is fciltie. She
showed keen inteest n the
research actvies of the in-
sttt partiulrly with re-
spectiothe Hinalayan co-
system. D Ashvani Kumar,
DG, ICFRE and Dr. PP
Bhojuaid, Director, FRI,

Himachal Times, 17 Sep, 2014

Unia asks FRI to help re]menate enviroument, Ganga

brefed the minister about
the activites of the inst-
tutes. She also appreciated
the timber and ror- wood
Forest Products museums
here,

Tn her address o the of:
ficers of ICFRE and FRI,
Bt appreciaed the role
played by the nstnte in
addessing various prob-
{ems of the Himolayss and
is people. She emphasized
on involvinz_the rural
masses inestoringthe ove-
exploited ecosystem and
pollution of the river
Ganges, She als stressed
the need fo local comm-

8 niy orinted development

through medicial an aro-
‘matc plants including heir
value addition. DG, ICFRE
and Director, FRI presented
‘mementoandaShavl tothe
Union Minister.
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Union Minister for Water
Resource, River Develop-
ment and Ganga Rejuvena-
tion Uma Bharati today said
the plan to resume_ship.
ping activity on the Ganga
s stll m the preliminary
stage at the level of the
shipping ministry and her
‘ministry s aiming big at
developing inland water-
ways i the country
“From what 1 knov, ship-
ping activity on the Gan-
g3, connecting o the
Hooghly, existed in the
past, but the proposal has
not come up before us. It
s the prerogative of the
ministry of _shipping.
Instead, we are betting big
on developing 31 inland
waterways through inter.
linking of rivers, which
will prove to be economi-
cally viable,” said Uma
Bharati, talking o media.
persons at the BIP head-
quarters today. Union Water Resources Miniser Urna Bharai cxarmines the For
The minister said the  museumin Dofradun on Tuesday ~ A HALIE PIOTOGTAF
project had been_lying
Gormant and Prime Minis.  Charkhari Assemblyseatin 1o ufilse its expertise play a significant role
ter Narendra Modi had the bypoll, the resulls of ~towards restoring ecologi- ~fowards achieving the goal
given approval for devel- which twere announced  cal and spiritual aspects of of restoration of Himalayan
oping 31 inland water- foday and from where rejuvenationof the Ganga. eco system and the quality
ways, “Among the 31 Bharati had successtully  Bharti appreciated the ofthe Ganga
waterways proposed for  contested during the 2012 FRI for its research activi-  Shealsovisited the convo-
development including  Utlar Pradesh Assembly ties vath respect fo the cation hall, fimber and non-
Kain-Betwa waterway, one  poll, she said, “The issue Himalayan ccosystem.  wood forest prodiucts muse-
would link Pancheshwar hasbeendiscussedwiththe  Referring Lo the chal- wms at the institute. She
(Kumaon) located on the party leaders and the lenges  belore the wasimpressedbythearchi-
confluence of rivers Kali detalls cannot be shared Himalayas and its people, tecture of the insitute and

tResearch Instute (FRI)

and Saryu with New Delhi  with the media.” Bharti  emphasised on _ its facilites
through the Yamuna river involving the rural masses _Barlier, Director General
1 think the development “Use exportiso to restore  to restore the eco system Indian Council of Forest
of inland waterways will ~ecology of Ganga” and clean the Gang Research and Education Dr

Spur the economy and Union Minister for Water She stressed on the need  Ashwani Kumar and FRI
would prove cheaper than Resources, River Develop:  for local community orient-  Director Dr PP Bhojvaid
other transportation sys-  ment and Ganga Rejuvena-  ed development by plant-  welcomed the minister.
tems,” she added. tlon, Una Bhart has called  ing medicinal and aromatic They also_spoke_about
On the defeat of her parly  upon the Forest Research  plants. various sesearch activities
candidate  from  the Institute (FRI), Debradun,  Bharl invited the FRI fo  underway at the FRI
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Bharti asks forestry experts to

Ja conservation pian

T Corespondon

DENRADUR Union ministe T
wale resources Una Bhartl
on'Tuesday dineted the Forest
Research Insttte (PRI scien
ists here o prepare a compre-
hensivepeopl rendly project
for consrvation of the Ganga
from s orlgin in Utarakband
toRolkta whero theholy iver
mact thecoean

“Ifthe Ganga i tbe con-
served el v o sartfun
o tarakhand Himalaya o
heretrsinates That means
el have o conservothe
region's fastvanishing forest
anaberbal wealth that sustain
e bolyiver” theminister sl
inhor opening remarks s she
began Her nteraction witha
oo forestry experts st FRL

1, tharetoe, ask you 0 pre-
pare a comprhensive project
for conservation of forests
in Uttarakband, right from
Gangotri, the origin of the
Ganga up'to Harldwar where
it enters the plalns,”she sad
askingthe expers o pegare &
Similar conservation projocts
rth iver' entirectchmant
uptoKalkata.

Reforrin to Uttarakhand, = Unkon i orwlerresouos U Bt eracs with exprts a o Frst esearc e n Dbk onfudy,  ASNSALIHIAGR)
the ministr directed them to
incloeinthe projet he ways  detrmental o the feretsof g the plan shold alsoexpain  Gangotian Uarkashi which  cept wast explanet them
and means® 1 reuvenate e the comumunities:instead, It how the (acals) should make  ad been otfled by the Centre  properl.” the minister said
Tt vamishing otsts besides  should be formulaed i way good money by marketing thelz s thecpsensikvezana 2012 “The problem also cropped

herbs and mecicinal plan(s  hat i sugsels vays ogenerate  prodcts "There 1§ nothing wrong with  upaf thesdmistrativ lvel
whil g Care ot to harm _ employmentforthem“shesaid,  Shealsoasked theexpartsto - such aconcept (scosesitive  becao thecficials ol he
ocal' ntersts. Flaboratin, she, {0 istance,  prpareioventorlesf pacesct  zons), It has been beautifully  ron hand epproachinenforing

i 1 e  peopleiend. _ asked experts 1o caplain the  reesandmedicnalplansnow  coneed rconservatonof e _ the ofication rlating o he
iy projoc, Whidhshouidnt be  ways to cncourage the locls  geting et owingioclmatic  exlogal tvesmedren” b ecsensitve ane” she sdded.

Tomisemusericso mdicnal _ changs S apprcachl - inieraid Sheoddd hatthe ~ Bar, herere, e the
‘THE MINISTER DIRECTED  ghisiathomountainguscaich be hlptul nreviving sucree - peopl, e hebesopos.  experts (o also suggest i Ll
OFFICIALS TOINGLUDE  mentof the Ganga tocaeryout - species and herbs, which, in  inghems oothendual gt pofect “erployment orienied

INTHE PROJECT el conmercleivaton,  tm,vil protte i shos et | ol riiesenloapes
WASTOREJUVENATE s oot 2" o ke ey ikt i ot et
NGNS, Sl gty S a0 oy e ot and ity ppehnsons

Emall processing nils 50 that _ suggee similac employment  development,”she ssid whie - relting lo development are

OREE, hey st ablet produce herbal  orieed solutons foe thepep-  atributing e prople’sanger alayed thy willop oppasing

modicines! Bhitt ek suggest ol nhabitng (e hebwean o two {actors. “Firs, he con- _theCenir's decsion.”she s






