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DEHRADUN, 29 Nov: On his official
visit to Agartala, the Director General,
Indian Council of Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE), Dr VK Bahuguna

chaired a high level meeting of the senior
forest officials at Aranya Bhavan to
review the research and extension
priorities of the state. In view of the

current scenario as discussed among the
officials, Dr Bahuguna emphasised on
taking immediate steps towards exploring
new ways to link up tribal livelihood with

forest based income generation activities
in the state.

While defining the aims and objectives
of the newly established Centre under
ICFRE at Gandhigram in Agartala, he
also advised the Centre to take up new
programmes for promotion of NTFP
based livelihood generation through
development of cultivation technigues
besides their value addition. Dr Bahuguna
also pointed the lands vested to the people
under the Recognition of Forest Rights Act
(RFR), 2006 as an important resource for
income generation activities through
cultivation and afforestation with
commercially important bamboos species
like Kanak Kais and Barak and Agar under
Agroforestry.

He also stated that looking into the
potential of broom grass and scope of
orchids in Tripura, ICFRE had already
sanctioned some extension and research
projects on various schemes including
Direct to Consumer Scheme of the Council.

S Talukdar, the PCCF and other
senior officials of the forest department
promised necessary support to the Centre
to achieve its goal to serve the people of
Tripura.
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ICFRE director
reviews research,
extension priorities
of Tripura

PNS # DEHRADUN

n his official visit to

Agartala, the director gen-
eral of Indian Council of
Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE), Dehradun
| chaired a high level meeting of
the senior forest officials to
review the research and exten-
sion priorities of the Tripura

BAHUGUNA EMPHASISED
ON TAKING IMMEDIATE
STEPS TOWARDS
EXPLORING NEW WAYS T0

LINK TRIBAL LIVELIHOOD
WITH FOREST BASED
INCOME GENERATION

ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE

State. In view of the current
scenario discussed among the
officials, Bahuguna empha-
sised on taking immediate
steps towards exploring new
ways to link tribal livelihood
with forest based income gen-
eration activities in the State. .
While defining the aims
and objectives of the newly
established centre under ICFRE
at Gandhigram in Agartala, he
also advised the centre to take
up new programmes for pro-
motion of non timber forestry
ﬁroducts (NTEFP) based liveli-
ood generation through
development of cultivation
techniques besides their value
addition. Bahuguna also said
that the lands vested to the peo-
ple under the Recognition of
Forest Rights Act (RFR), 2006
are an important resource for
income generation activities
through cultivation/afforesta-
tion with commercially impor-
tant bamboos species like
Kanak Kais and Barak and
Agar under agroforestry.
He also informed that
looking into the potential of
broom grass and scope of
orchids in Tripura, ICFRE has
already sanctioned some exten-
sion and research projects in
various schemes including
Direct to Consumer Scheme of
the Council. The Tripura prin-
cipal chief conservator of
| forests S Talukdar and other
senior forest department offi-

| cers assured necessary sup-
port to the centre for achieving
its goal of serving the people of
Tripura.
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ICFRE to study

climate change
in north-east

AGARTALA: The Indian Council
of Forestry Research and
Eduecation (ICFRE), an auton-
omous body under the union
ministry of environment and
forests, has undertaken a study
to assess the impact of climate
change in the north-eastern
region, a top official said here
Monday.
« “Like other parts of the world,
there must be a climate change
effect in the mountainous north-
eastern region. Rising popula-
tion, developmental works and
illegitimate activities are putting
pressure on environment and
forests,” [CFRE director general
VK Bahuguna told reporters.
The crucial climate change
study, which began recently,
would help the authority to
take suitable action to protect
the forest and environment of
the northeast, the official said.
He said: “Besides the climate
change study, the ICFRE has
also taken a series of steps to
sustain the livelihood of forest
dwellers, focusing on forest-
* based income generation, pro-
motion of non-timber forestry
products and development of
cultivation techniques and value
addition for forest produce.”

The ICKRE, an apex body in
the national forestry research
system, has been undertaking
holistic development of forestry
research through need-based
planning, and coordinated
research and education.

The council has eight regional
research institutes and four
research centres in different
bio-geographical regions of the
country to cater to forestry
research needs of the country.

The ICFRE’s north-east
regional office in Assam’s
Jorhat district looks after the
enfireregion. There are also two
other centres set up recently in
Tripura’s capital Agartala and
Mizoram’s capital Aizawl.

Bahuguna, also the chan-
cellor of the Dehradun-based
Forest Research Institute
University, said that to quan-
tify the socio-economic impact
and living standards of those
beneficiaries who received land

AT A GLANCE

= The ICFRE, an apex body in the
national forestry research sys-
tem, has been undertaking holis-
tic development of forestry
research through need-based
planning, and coordinated
research and education.
#The council has eight regional
research institutes and four
research centres in different bio-
geographical regions of the
country to cater to forestry
research needs of the country.

= Besides the climate change
study, the ICFRE has also taken
asaries of steps fo sustain the
livelihood of forest dwellers,
focusing on forest-based Income
generation, promotion of non- '
fimber forestry products and
development of cultivation tech-
niques . :

under the Scheduled Tribes
and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006, there was
need to conduct impact assess-
ment exercises and disseminate
success stories in other parts of
the country.

ICFRE is also planning to
restore bamboo resources in
Tripura, promoting the most
preferred bamboo species of the
state, “The centre is committed
to extending technical support
to bamboo growers at every
stage, from nursery to planta-

tion management,” the ICFRE

director general said.

He said the bamboo treat-
ment techniques patented by
ICFRE would also be trans-
ferred to users to save time and
money spent every year in the
maintenance of their structure,
besides conservation of bamboo
resources by minimising con-
sumption,

The latest report of the Forest
Survey of India (FSI) holds that
the percentage of forest cover of
the total geographical area of
the eight north-eastern states
— Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura is
66.07% .
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