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SHIMLA, JANUARY 13
Scientists at the Indian
Council ~ of  Forestry
Research and Education
(ICFRE), Dehradun, who
have developed an eco-
-friendly bio-pesticide tech-
nology, are planning to tie
up with Dr YS Parmar Uni-
versity of Horticulture and
Forestry, Nauni, to promote
its usage.

The biotechnology is
beip~ tapped for commer-
cial .se that will bid
farewell to hazardous chem-
icals, scientists said here.
The tie-up with the univer-
sity was on the cards; scien-
tists confirmed.

“We have developed a bio-
pesticide technology and
are seeking tie-ups with
industrial houses to com-
mercialise the use of bio-
pesticides by farmers and
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ICFRE to tie up with Nauni umversﬁy

other stakeholders in the
country as results have
turned out be quite encour-

aging,” said Ashwani
Kumar, Director-General,
ICFRE, while talking to The

Tribune here. He was here
to inspect the activities of
the Himalayan Forest
Research Institute after he
assumed the charge.
Kumar said bio-pesti-
cides were the need
of the hour as harmful

chemicals had degraded

soil, ecology and environ-
ment. “We are in touch
with the Nauni university
for the transfer of bio-pes-
ticides for use among
farmers and foresters to
improve the health of
fruits, crops and forests in
Himachal,” he said.

The biopests developed at
the institute identified
harmful insects and elimi-
nated them, said Kumar.

& We have developed a bio-pesticide technology and
are seeking tie-ups with industrial houses to -
commercialise the use of bio-pesticides by farmers and
other stakeholders in the country as results have
turned out be quite encouraging... We are in touch with
the Nauni university for the transfer of bio-pesticides
for use among farmers and foresters to improve the
health of fruits, crops and forests in Himachal®® .

The disease-causing
pathogens were killed and
left the plant, crop and fruit
healthy without harming
the health of trees and the
environment, he added.
The chemicals have
wreaked more harm than
good on crops, trees and
human health. “The Insti-
tute of Forest Genetics
and Tree Breeding in
Tamil Nadu, which is
under the ICFRE, has also
developed genetically-
raised fast-growing plant
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materials to improve
forests,” said a scientist.

Once the bio-pests con-
trolled the insects, other
secondary fungal and bac-
terial infections were taken
care of, scientists said. The
fungal and bacterial infec-
tion in plants and trees
could be controlled success-
fully, said Kumar.

But, the scientists face a
major challenge as the lob-
by of the chemical industry
is well-entrenched in the
country. The large-scale use

of bio-] pestlcldes could be a
reality once some industrial |
house commercialise these,

he said. .
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pestleldes are developed
from neem seeds and oils.
The oil seed and alkaloids
extracted from karanj and
ak, plants found in the low-
er belt, and neem bio-pesti-
cides are available com-
mercially,” he added.




