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FRI comes up with
disease-resistant
clone of shisham

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DEHRADUN, JANUARY 1
The Forest Research Institute,
Dehradun, a premier institute
of Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education
(ICFRE), has come up with a
first-ever disease-resistant
productive clone of shisham.
Nomenclatured Shisham
FRI-DS-14, it is the first-
ever clone of shisham that
has been released in the
country after a thorough
research and field testing
started since from 1992. The
efforts of the ICFRE on
genetic improvement of
shisham have even been
endorsed by the Variety
Releasing Committee (VRC)
of the Union Ministry of
Environment and Forests.
The released clone of
shisham is not only produc-
tive but also shows resist-
ance to devastating disease of
shisham called die-back by

which the plantation and tree
crop of shisham all over India
and neighbouring Pakistan,
Myanmar, Nepal and
Bangladesh was heavily
affected and large scale of
mortality rate of shisham was
reported from these regions.
Besides, the productivity
of the clone is expected to be
around 18 cubic per hectare
per year in comparison to
present productivity of 5-7
cubic per hectare per year.
The effort is expected to play
an important role in com-
bating the devastating dis-
ease called shisham mortal-
ity which causes serious eco-
nomic losses to the farmers
and other growers.
Expressing happiness over
the development, Dr VK
Bahuguna, Director General,
ICFRE, appreciated the
research and directed that the
research findings be dissem-
inated to the field to different
stakeholders like farmers and

industries which would be of
immense use in the agro-
forestry sector as well.

The Director General has
further directed that a fol-
low-up research should be
carried out keeping in mind
the interest of farmers and
also long-term research with
a focus on wood properties
of different clones and
hybridization among them.

He has also disclosed that
the FRI will provide 10,000
seedlings of improved clone
of shisham, botanically
known as sissoo, to farmers of
Punjab free of cost next year.

The improved clone will
be a milestone in the efforts
to mitigate acute timber
demand supply gap and in
addressing the livelihood
issues of communities with
whom shisham is a
favourable tree in the agro-
forestry system in UP,
Haryana, Punjab, West Ben-
gal and other states.
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DEHRADUN, 1 Jan: The
Foresl Research Institule has
recently developed an
improved clone of Shisham
(FRI-DS-14). It is the first ever
clone of Shisham that has
been released in India after
thorough research and field
lesling starled since 1992. The
efforts of ICFRE on genetic
improvemeént of Shisham are
endorsed by the Union Ministry
of Environment and Forests,
and the Variety Releasing
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FRI develops disease resistant Shisham clone

Committee (VRC). N

The released clone of
Shisham is not only productive
but also shows resislance fo the
devastaling disease called die-
back by which the plantations
and tree crops of Shisham all
over India and neighbouring
Pakistan, Myanmar, Nepal and
Bangladesh have been heavily
affected and large scale
mortalities o reported. Besides,
the clone has an excellent bole
form which would increase its
value substantially in the
timber induslry. The

productivity of the clone is
expected (o be around 18 m3
per hectare per year in
comparison lo present
productivity of 5-7 m3 per
heclare per year. The effort is
expecled to play an imporiant
role in combating the
devastaling disease called
Shisham Mortality which
causes serious economic losses
to the farmers and other
growers.

A delailed presentation
about the research findings
and development of productive

clones of sissoo was made by
Dr Ashok Kumar of FRI on
Monday before the Director
General, ICFRE on Genetic
evaluation and
characterisation of dilferent
clones for higher productivity
and hybridisation in Dalbergia
sissoo. DG Dr VK Bahuguna
appreciated the research and
directed that the findings be
disseminated in the field to
stakeholders like farmers,
SIDs, Industries which would
be of immense use in the
agroforestry seclor as well. e

further directed that follow up
research be carried out keeping
in mind the inlerest of farmers
and also long term research
with a focus on wood
properties of various clones and
hybridisation among them. FRI
would provide 10,000 seedlings

_.of improved clone of sissoo to

farmers of Punjab free of cost

next year. The improved clone
would be a milestone in the
efforts to miligate acute {imber
demand supply gap and in
addressing the livelihood issues
of communities:





	


