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DEHRADUN, 16 Jan: The
Indian Council of Forestry
Research & Education has
signed ‘an MOU with the State
Government of Punjab.
Recently, the FRI Director, and
the Director, Institute of Wood
Science & Technology (IWST),
Bangalore, held a meeting with
Punjab Chief Minister Prakash
Singh Badal in the presence of
PCCF Punjab as a follow up
action on the MOU signed
between ICFRE & Government
of Punjab during the visit of the
CMto the FRI.

The FRI is already
associated with the Punjab
Forest Department in various
forestry sector activities such as
monitoring and evaluation of
the works carried out by the
department under all schemes
including Greening Punjab
Mission; developing a detailed
Project Report (DPR) for setting
up of a large clonal nursery with
state of the art clonal
propagation facility for
production of 50-60 lakh
quality, plants per annum in

BY OUR STAFF REPORTER

training module for newly
recruited forest guards of the
Punjab Forest Department. [t
will also advise on establishing
the State Forest Research
Institute, Ladhowal; supply
quality seeds of Forestry
Species; develop a proposal for
coordination and arrangement
of short term training for the
officers of the Punjab Forest

Department and scientists of

PAU in the area of Planting
Stock Improvement, clonal
forestry and clonal propagation,
improved nursery techniques at
reputed international
organisations.

It will similarly conduct a
study on demand and supply of
wood in Punjab, as well as
develop biological control of the
eucalyptus gall wasp,
Leptocybe invasa.

Under the chairmanship of
Prakash Singh Badal, the
representatives of the Punjab
Forest Department, research
organisations, wood based
industiies and farmers met in
the conference room of Punjab

o P

Punjab; and developing a '

Bhawan.

The meeting was attended
by FRI Director Dr PP Bhojvaid
and scientists of the institute.
During the deliberations, Badal
emphasised on establishing

wood mandis in Punjab.

Bhojvaid committed to
extend research support for
wood mandis in a systematic
manner.

At another meeting of
different stakeholders, Prakash
Singh Badal said that
establishment of mandis was
necessary to facilitate fair price
of wood for tree growers. - »

The Institute of Wood
Science & Technology has
developed technology for
compounding a variety of
natural cellulosic fibers and
thermoplastics. Cellulosic fibers

nologies on wood science to Punjab

of not just woody trees, but
other materials like bamboo
fibres, jute and weeds can be
effectively used for the purpose.

The scientists of TWST
have explored the potential of
using lantana stems as a
cellulosic material for “wood
plastic as replacement of {imber.

. The Institute will also extend its
~support to spread sandalwood

and industrially important
bamboo species in the State of
Punjab. A state-of-the-art
sandalwood and bamboo
nursery would be established
for this purpose.

Garhwal Post, 17th January, 2013
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FRI to support.establishing
of wood markets in Punjab

PNS B DEHRADUN

he Dehradun based Forest

Research Institute will
extend research support for
establishment of wood markets
in a systematic manner in
Punjab. The institute director
PP Bho jvaid said this in'a
meeting ofstakeholdersd:dlmd_
by the Pun ab chief minister
Prakash Singh Badal. The
meeting was attended by the.
FRI director and director of
Institute of Wood Science and.
Technology (TWST) as a follow:
up to the memorandum. of
understanding signed between
the Indian Council 6f Forestry:
Research and Education
(ICFRE) and the Punjab goy-
ernment last year.

Chairing the meet the
Punjab CM emphasised on
|establishment of wood markets
jin Punjab. Badal said that
estabhshmem of such markets
is necessary to facilitate fair

price of woad for tree growers
in the state. Various aspects of
establishment of wood markets
were discussed during the meet
attended by officers of the
Punjab forest department,

industry representatives and

-fagmers among others.

&, The FRI director spoke of
the' importance of minimum
support price for farm grown
timber in Punjab. He further
advocated institution of
Dharmkanta systems to pre-
vent cheating due to under-
weighing and creation of facil-
ities for future trading of
standing trees. A research
project by FRI on aspects of
marketing of wood was also
discussed.

The TWST has developed
technology for compounding
variety of natural cellulosic
fibers and thermoplastics.
Cellulosic fibers of not just
woody trees, but other materi-
als like bamboo fibers, jute and

_ weeds can be effectively used

for the purpose.

The TWST scientists have
explored the potential of
using lantana stems as a cel-
lulosic material for wood
plastic as replacement of tim-
ber. The institute will also
extend its support to spread
sandalwood and industrially |
important bamboo species
in Punjab.

It will develop agro-
forestry models by incorporat-
ing these species into the exist-
ing set ups in Punjab."
Necessary technical support
and training will be provided
by IWST for all the require-
ments that might arise for the
expansion and utilisation of
sandalwood and bamboo in
Punjab.

The FRI is already associ-
ated with Punjab Forest
Department for undertaking
various tasks apart from mon-
itoring department’s work.







