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. the helpless

illings o
‘Damini” the rape vic
i, the Indian hation
had witnessed one of the
*riost hieinois and barbaric
< crime against: humianity.
- The brave girl had died In
gapore and was ¢re-
ed in Délhion 30th De-.
et. Her body was re-
ceived at the airport by
none othier than the Prime
‘Minister of the country. and:
-the UPA Chairperson So-
nia Gandhi. 00
India had witnessed during
‘thé’ last three weeks: iin=
precedented awakening of
its Coniscience as spontane-
. ous outpouring of protésts
hidve engulfed the nation in -
which a Delhi police con-
stable lost his life'in the
scuffle with young protest-
ers:This brutal murder of
. 'Damini, had badly. shaken
¢very. Indian and poses a
ugstion: marlk on:one of
the.world’s finest civili
tion s
How few hooligans riding
4 bus’ii the ¢apital of the
coufitry: could: indulge in
such frenzied rape and then
insert an iron rod ifi her pri
. vate part to puncture her.
intesting and left her and
her friend to bleed to death;
Imagine the pain’she mtist
Raﬁe’ gone through all this,
- hell!

How acivilized country she ..

loved: and: was bornin
could indulge in and afford
td-folerate such mad orgy
*, and:such extreme. cruelty
on her, Now: that she is no
more¢ atid heragony is over
afted fighting her battle of
lifesit is for the country to
ponder-if it was her crime
that she was born in India

where still in the twenty first
century. such: lethal ‘genes:

“are-born' as humans being:
crimes: on;

to.commit
ZENS;
THis‘incident is‘not only a
crime against women ‘and
hiimanity: but:against the.
very'existence of dignifiec
Indiantiess- Tndia- that ig
knovm to the world as Homé
non violenice; spirituats
ty; ethics and’ higher val=

- ies of humanity:

This crime and the young

~Indian’s mass protest: has:

raised a few. questions
which alt the ¢ivilized citi
Zens of this: country imbist,
answet to themselves and
get feborn as. a nation of
civilized people: who: are

modern and forward look-"

ing. Will the country eriter
the New Year 2013 celebrat-
ing through record sales of
Jiquorall over Inidia particu-

<, larly Delhi or introspect to

make: India; realize what
needs: to: be done to bex
coriie a nation of fich cul-
tural heritage. :

Many people will say that.

+ a few crithinals do riot make

s a nation 6f rotiges: but
since the conscience of th
nation has been raised it
time we fesolve to-rectify
the deleterious genes in our

midst. The most importdnt -
culesnonj is . why after all:
these perverted criminals.

rating them as animals will
“be an insult to animal in-

~stinict asit is something dif-

ferent as: the animals fight
for: space and kill for.their
food only) wanted hér to be
killed by gorging her intes-
tine and’ inflicting such
%ains after raping her.

erhiaps: the answer lies in
“the way our sociéty and the
people have taken to unders.
stand. the: task “of ‘gover-
hance in the present time
and defininig the culture in
the mad rush for materialis:
tic life. Day in and day out
we read in thie newspagers
the shoot outs after drink:
ing brawls in pubs, roads
and other public places; in-
dulged iri by the children’s
ofrich people.

- The tental makeup of these
.people isiio different from:
the mentalmakeip'ofthese
rapists: There: is ‘serious

i social fracture in our: so

ety which calls for drastic
remedial ineastires,
The uprising India has wit-
nesSed offers chance to otr

society to stem the rot. The

protesters ‘are disripting
the life in Delhi’s street-in
‘ sheer aniger at: the. ghastly
crimmie;: Noamounit"of gov-
érmiment bashin% will help
“‘unlessas apeople
how o respect the lawand
human dignity: No amotiit
of police: personnel:conld
have dvoided this tragedy
and no!goveriment: can

ensure foolproof security..,

10 {ts citizéns unléss people
of the country enforce: so-
. cial décorum and- order in
the’society.

- Was thie life of police ?rigin i

-who died irf the protest léss

- precious?:This doés: not
mean: that we should not
have better governance iri
this country or police res
forms should not: take
lace. At'the government
evel we must first iirider=

. staiid what the country

" needs. Sitmply aping the .

west will'do 1is no good. -

What iis required by us at:

family: level is a: better
parenting to inculcate; the
“valies of civilized society,
- The schools:should: streds

and respect for human.

nity and:love: for our-cul-

ture. The nrother'and teach=
;- 1ers make or break the char-

dcter. We 'are niot teaching -

“our children the trie value
of rifuals we unidergo daily
in our social and religious

-, chores; Otherwise, why so
miany brides: aré killed or
forced to cornmit suici

helpless people:”
The lesson is to reform
both:at the family. level as
well'as at the' society level
‘and all sacial.and
litical activists instead of d
viding us on'caste and
. -creed must focus oft chare

weknow:

¢ for -
the-dowry or atrocities are .
cominitted on the poor and

acter building and nation

buildinig: Fhere should be

review of our processes i

governance: to bring them:

at: par -with. the: changing
“needs of the country.
We need to rid our politics
of criminals not by asking
for overhauling the system
but by being a responsible
“¢itizens and rejecting ‘such
I candidates. Our civil, police
and’other sefvices should
be service centric rather
than’ power and position

deliver to eople.the ser<
vices people miss most.
< Merely endcting new laws

will hot bring any-good as

the law breakers will devise
niew techiniqires, We have

-sufficient laws to deat with:

crifnes-against women o
corruption: but’spurious
itiiplermnéntation makes thein
neffeéctive. If the' Loka-

“yukta bill is passed what is,
the guarantee that corriip-,”

tion will end unléss the so
ciety looks down upon il
gotten: wealth:

Given the present scenario
the bill may make many dy~

- namic officers and leaders
-face difficulties ‘and urmp-
teen. numbers: of enquiries
may btihg the developmen:
tal tasks come to standstill.
Everzone is gaga about RT1
Act biit largely it is-being
used. to settle: personal
scores and- by’ whom
~against- action has been
taken.: AR
Perhaps in’ Indian_context
\the: Governnient: should
* have passed a ‘Public Dis-

of the_ info
compulsorily be made pub:
lic o monthly: or: weekly
basis  except those, which
could have been retained in
the national interest,

there. imust be fofal intoler-
ance for the law breakets it
all the fields: We must

evolve our own normsg for

the govérnance and do
‘what is right thifig for.oui
- peeple and shotild not ape

what hiag been achieved by

other countries especially

centric only then they can "~

closer Act”, by which most::
joit. should:: -

At the Governance, level:

the;developed western
world..
Fot-example; people are:

+asking 1o the. abolition of

deathi penalty; What should

. happer to those who. ¢com=

mitted_ this crime? Surely,

: they: must: be: hariged: and

the frial process must end
swiftly: We néed death
penalty in rare cases till dur
population attains a level of.
public security and'society
achjeves-d level 6f social ~

- equilibritim; %
This davighter of India had

\aid dowit her life in extréme:
paih and her life stuffed 6ut
by:sonie coré eléments of’
the hallowed high points of
‘our:oft repeated. superior
cultural moorings: The be-

i reaved family will be asking

themselves what this coun-"
try can'do'so. that:no other
pirls meetsthe same fate as
this: innacent: soul met on
the fateful nisht, :

- The:country's

“solve to start a'social revo-

lution: in [hdia to make this

larid free fromi crime and dis<
harniony as it is known for
its:fofty. ideals: of peace,
non: violence and: human
chiaracter,” Ly

- We have given the world

the mieaning of religion and
human and spiritual values,
We nitust start to purify and
sanitize the minds that have
been proliferatingand
spoiling thie good name of

-~ our society. The intelligen~

tsia of the: society-in all
walks of life needs to take a
lead so that the soul of this
brave girl rests inpeace.

{tis for this reason that the
protesters instead of fight-

“ing the police and the gov-

-ernment shiould channelize

“their energy ‘and build: a
- imass tmovement of social. .
i avareness that India needs

inost at this juncture:’

- *Dr. VK Bahuguna is: the |
“ member: of Indian: Forest

Service apd “presently
posted as Director General
of Indian Councéil:of For-'i-
estiy Research and Educa-
ion, Dehradiui and Chgn-
cellor of FRI University.





