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Website to g;ve price update of
non-timber forest products

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DEHRADUN, AUGUST 9
Chhattisgarh Governor
Shekhar Dutt today launched
‘Non-Timber Forests Prod-
~uct Market Watch, a web-
based price information dis-
semination system, aimed at
monitoring trade in non-tim-
ber forest products (NTFP)
in the country. The web por-
tal, developed by the Indian
Council of Forestry
Research and Education
(ICFRE), provides market
prices of 20 important
NTFPs, including medici-
nal plants like Ashwagand-
ha, Bel, Chirayata, Atis
and Satavar, which are
being extracted in the
country. The portal is

available at <http://ntfp-
marketwatch.icfre.gov.in>.

The Governor said the por-
tal would help farmers and
tribals to watch market prices
of non-timber forest prod-
ucts in the country.

He also expressed concern
about adverse changes in the
environment and encour-
aged the scientists to find
solutions to the environmen-
tal and ecological problems.
He stressed upon the role
played by the NTFPs in
poverty alleviation among
the tribals and other resi-
dents of forest fringe vil-
lages by providing a means
of livelihood to them.

Forest products like lac,
honey and tassar could play
amajorrole in the generation

of income for the people
dependent on forests, espe-
cially in Naxal-affected
areas. They could also
encourage the people to
refrain from Naxalism and
extremist activities,” he said.

The Governor asked the
scientists to help the forest
communities to realise the
potential of the woods in

providing income and
employment.
Dr VK Bahuguna, Director

General, ICFRE, said the
main objective of the initia-
tive was primarily to provide
actual market price informa-
tion to the farmers, forest
fringe villagers and poor
tribals involved in collec-
tion of NTFPs and NGOs in
order to get actual cost price

of the products for primary
collectors and cultivators.

Bahuguna said the infor-
mation on prices of NTFPs
shall be updated periodical-
Iy and the portal would be
expanded to include valua-
tion, utilisation and other
Iesser known aspects of the
products, besides price statis-
tics of other NTFPs. He
emphasised that the user
agencies should use the
information made available
for the benefit of the forest
dependent communities for
providing them a better
source of livelihood.

Saibal Dasgupta, Deputy
Director General (Exten-
sion), ICFRE, made a presen-
tation about the activities of
the council on the occasion.
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PORTAL FOR
HERBAL PLANT
 PRICE LAUNCHED

HT Correspondent
- hidehradun@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: Visiting governor of
Chhattisgarh, Shekhar Dutt,
launched the NTFP Market
Watch, a web-based price dis-
semination system to moni-
tor trade in non-timber forest
products (NTEPs) in India,
at Forest Research Institute
(FRI) on Thursday.

The portal, developed by
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education
(ICFRE) provides market
prices of 20 important non-
timber forest products, includ-
ing medicinal plants like
Ashwagandha, Bel, Chirayata,
Atis, Satavar, and other aro-
matic plants found in the
country, g

These market prices are

based on extensive surveys
undertaken by ICFRE in the
states of Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh.
Based on the data collected
on market prices, the all India
indicative prices are also
worked out and placed on the
website.
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